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GOTTINGEN STATE AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARY (GERMANY)
AS A MODEL FOR SUCCESSFUL SYMBIOSIS OF MUNICIPAL
AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARY

Objective.The article informs about Goéttingen State and University Library (Germany) as about a place,
where specific features of public and scientific library are taken into account. Methods. The article is based on
personal impressions of a visit to the library of one of the authors. Results. The library keeps its centuries-old
traditions and is modern space for individual and group work. Conclusions. The article was an attempt to describe
the library's digital and paper resources as an accumulation of experience that could be embodied in the university
libraries of Ukraine.
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Introduction

Gottingen is a medieval town located in the south of Lower Saxony. The city is considered
to be the fifth largest city and is a university city, with Gdéttingen having a total population of
320,000. Of these, two-thirds are students, and the other one-third are either teaching or serving.
The university was founded in 1734 and at the same time a library was founded. The Gottingen
State and University Library (German Niederséchsische Staats- und Universitatsbibliothek
Gottingen) is the central scientific library of Gottingen University, one of the largest universal
libraries in Germany. In this library there are more than 7 million copies, 3,100 incunabula and,
most importantly, it was formed then on an innovative principle: on content, as opposed to
picking by the rarity or value of the cover. (“Goéttingen State and University Library”, 2019;
Kind-Doerne, 1986)

Most of the books were purchased with the generous donation of the Hanover statesman
Gerlach Adolph von Minchhausen, who was its founder and curator. The library became the
basis of the private library of Joachim von Bulow (1650-1724) and the curator of the library
sought to give it the historical name "Bibliotheca Buloviana”. This name has not come to our
day. Each year, the University has allocated money to buy new books, and now the entire
historical part of the fund is stored in the Pauline Church. The directors at the libraries were
impressive and all were philologists. Thus, its first director, Johann Matthias Gesner, had
extensive scholarly connections with European scholars, and this provided numerous gifts,
including a complete edition of the writings of Cardinal Angelo Maria Quirini (t1755), the
Bishop of Brescia and later director of the Bibliotheca Vaticana. Although there is no record of
the addition of Gesner's library, by the year of his death the stock was estimated at more than
50,000 volumes. The second director of the library, Christian Heine, organized an interlibrary
loan for scientists, a catalog system for orientation in the fund and during his time the collection
increased from 60 thousand storage units to 200 thousand units. From 1830 to 1837, Jacob
Grimm, and in fact the Grimm brothers operated this library. Although working at the library,
Wilhelm Grimm commemorated his visit to the University of Gottingen by becoming a scholarly
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discipline at the University at his initiative. In Germany, this fact is remembered. On the
contrary, professional discipline was read by the author of the largest and most complete
dictionary of German. By the way, textbooks on German grammar, a book on German
mythology and the judicial system of ancient times were written in Gottingen. (Goéttingen State
and University Library, 2019a; Mittler, 2000)

Methods
The article is based on personal impressions of a visit to the library of one of the authors.
Results and Discussion

The library consists of several buildings, namely:
- Central Library;
- forestry library;
- cultural library;
- medical library;
- Library of the Faculty of Physics;
- Faculty of Economics and Sociology;
- Waldweg Library;
- and the Reading Room in the Faculty of History.
The library also stores several archives and archival collections, such as
- collection of maps;
- a collection of German printed editions of the 18th century from 1701 to 1800;
- collection of mathematical heritage.

The library also has digital collections, the editions are freely available over the Internet
and intranets. For example, out of 3,100 incunabula, 2,000 were digitized. (Gottingen State and
University Library, 2019b; Bargheer & Ceynowa, 2005)

Of the digital collections, https://gdz.sub.uni-goettingen.de/ is a very interesting one. This
is the address of the Gottingen Digital Centre, which has a collection of about 15 million
digitized pages, printed and handwritten. The Library also has access to the Central Register of
Digitized Prints, http://www.zvdd.de/en/start/, which stores digital copies of print media from the
15th century. There is a private portal of collections of the University of Gottingen
https://sammlungen.uni-goettingen.de/ of various subjects. For scholars there is access to theses
of the university. There is also hosting of licenses, which is useful for scientists. The University
Library provides access to German databases that may be of use to scholars or students. For
example, there is a digital database of manuscripts or a digital database of the heritage of
monasteries, colleges and church collections since Roman times. It is also called Germania sacra,
there are also professional virtual libraries. For example, https://geo-leo.de/ is a library of both
visualizations and repositories. The University has its own archive of publications and
photocopying is free of charge. The University has been engaged in digitization since 1997, but
in a systematic and strategic way.

It also has its own publishing house for publishing textbooks for students and scientists
https://www.univerlag.uni-goettingen.de/. Reading online is free, you have to pay for printing.
Books, namely anthologies, collections of materials of conferences, monographs are published in
five languages. Most are German, but there are both Arabic and Persian as well.

The University of Gottingen Library supports Open Science and Open Access. Librarians
are teaching and providing students with courses in research methods, Citavi and Zotero
software, finding the right sources. The library has its own media resources for learning and
teaching. The lectures and excursions last from 30 to 90 minutes and are conducted in English.
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The new library building, or as it is called the Central Library, was commissioned in 1986.
Information on the Library and the Terms of Use is available in English and German. Special
computers with navigation are also bilingual. There are giant signs of silence, and a full library
of people and no librarian. The silence is truly complete and the library does not make mass

events.

But if a group of students seeking communication gathers, they occupy a special place with
sound absorbing screens and study together. The library is full of zones and spaces for
independent work of students. The library is fully computerized and fulfils all the operations

through the electronic catalogue: accounting, issuance, etc.

Selbstverbuchung
Zur Ausleibe bitte
Karte einfishren
(Barcode links)

und bitte stechen lassen.

= English
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The books are issued and returned by the readers themselves with the use of a reader card. A
card reader is also required to use lockers for personal effects and clothing. Reading rooms are
closed by glass sound-absorbing walls. You can sit on chairs or on fitballs. It is a good idea: one
is studying and training at the same time. Photocopiers, scans and all other operations students
do on their own (you can find detailed reference books for this on the library's website, there is
also a video), the scanner specifically has a holder for books to prevent them from being
destroyed.

Navigation is laid on the floor, so everything is clear. All shelves have autonomous lighting,
diode lamps are mounted on the previous shelf from below and everything was visible even to
me. The decorations in the library are decorated in medieval style. The citizens of Géttingen are
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very proud of their city! Bronze figurines span the entire history of the city from its inception.
But instead of horses, a herd of bicycles stand waiting for their owners.

And the entrance to the library is striking: it is completely covered with billboards of events that
will be of interest to the locals and students.

Conclusions

The article was an attempt to describe the library's digital and paper resources as an
accumulation of experience that could be embodied in the university libraries of Ukraine.
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HUKHbOCAKCOHCBKA 3EMEJIbHA ¥ YHIBEPCUTETCBHKA
BIBJIIOTEKA B 'ETTIHI'EHI (HIMEYYHHA) SIK B3IPEIlb
YCHIIIHOI'O CUMBIO3Y MYHIIUIIAJBHOI TA
YHIBEPCUTETCBHKOI BIBJIOTEKHU

Meta. OCHOBHOIO METOIO CTaTTi € XapakTepucTHka HIKHbOCAKCOHCHKOI 3eMeNbHOI i yHIBEPCHUTETCHKOT
6iomioreku B ['errinreni (Himeuyuwna) sk Takoi, Je BpaxoBaHO OCOOJMBOCTI (DYHKI[H MyOIiYHOT Ta HAYKOBOT
0i0miorex. Metoamka. BukianeHy y craTTi iHGOpMAIiF0 OTPHMAaHO OJHIEI0 3 aBTOPOK IiJl Yac BiIBiAyBaHHS
HikHbOCAaKCOHCHKOI 3eMeNbHOI i yHiBepcuTeTchkoi 0i0siorexu. Pe3yabTaTh. YCTaHOBJIEHO, 1O JIOCITIPKyBaHa
6i0mioTeka 30epirae BIKOBI TPaJHMINIi 1 € Cy9aCHUM IMPOCTOPOM JIJIsI CAMOCTIHHOT Ta TpymmoBoi poOboTH. BUCHOBKH.
V crari BHCBiTIEHO iH(pOpMAaIit0 Mpo NUGPOBI W KHIKKOBI pecypcH aHai30BaHO! OiOMIOTEKH SK aKyMYJIAIIIO
JTOCBiTy, MOXIJIMBOTO ISl BTUICHHS B YHIBEPCUTETCHKUX 010moTeKax YKpaiHu.

Kniouosi cnosa: HikHbOCAaKCOHChKA 3eMelibHA W yHIBepcHTeTCchKa Oi0mioreka; HimeuunHa; 6a3u JaHuX;
EJIEKTPOHHI pecypcH; apXiB; HU(POBHIA POEKT

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International © O. L. Stepaniuk, T. V. Kyrpyta, 2019
https://doi.org/10.15802/unilib/2019_187088/ 10



	UDC 027.7(430)

