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CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES AND PROSPECTS OF UNIVERSITY
LIBRARIES IN THE GLOBAL SCENARIO OF UNCERTAINTY:
UNILIBNSD EDITOR'S VIEW

The global scenario of uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated how quickly university
libraries can respond to changes in the educational and research ecosystems of their institutions. The new (6th) issue
of the journal “University Library at a New Stage of Social Communications Development. Conference Proceedings”
is exactly about this. The papers discuss new behaviours / work of library staff based on digital communication
technologies, our projects, our goals, our hopes, as well as our doubts and concerns for the maximum contribution of
libraries to the development of university communities in a constantly changing world. Full-length articles about the
most interesting world library and information practices and ideas were selected, reviewed and recommended by
members of the international editorial board of the similarly-named conference (UniLibNSD-2021), which was held
in a hybrid format on October 7-8, 2021 in Dnipro, Ukraine. The title “University Library at a New Stage of Social
Communications Development. Conference Proceedings” has been accepted in Scopus (2021).
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Dear readers, authors, and colleagues,

Many of us were looking forward to the (VI) issue of the journal “University Library at a
New Stage of Social Communications Development. Conference Proceedings”. Full-format
papers were selected, reviewed and recommended by the members of the international editorial
board of the similarly-named conference (UniLibNSD-2021).

This impatience was fuelled by the important news from Elsevier — the title “University
Library at a New Stage of Social Communications Development. Conference Proceedings” has
been accepted in Scopus! The Scopus Content Selection Advisory Board (CSAB) reviewed our
application and approved it for coverage (November, 2021).

This is the highest assessment of the activities of the international editorial board, reviewers
and authors! Congratulations to all of us, as well as our beloved and highly respected readers!

The global scenario of uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated how
quickly educational and research ecosystems can join hands to respond and share results globally.

Libraries, as active participants in the development of digital academic infrastructures,
have had to change their policies in order to provide assistance in the creation of educational and
scientific information and, of course, its accessibility and dissemination.

As part of a complex research-and-education ecosystem, university libraries in any country
understand that today, in the context of the crisis associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, their
activities have significantly transformed. Moreover, it depends not only on the preservation and
transfer of fixed knowledge, but also on the joint creation of new knowledge.
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That is why the VI-th International Conference "University Library at a New Stage of
Social Communications Development” (2021) (UniLibNSD) had the theme — 2021 "Challenges,
Opportunities and Prospects of University Libraries in the Global Scenario of Uncertainty".

The International Conference was initiated by Library of Dnipro National University of
Railway Transport named after Academician V. Lazaryan (Director Tetiana Kolesnykova, Dnipro,
Ukraine) and was held on October 7-8, 2021. Active co-organizers of the Conference are the
Scientific Library of the Belarusian National Technical University, the Republic of Belarus
(Director Inna Yurik) and the Nazarbayev University Library, the Republic of Kazakhstan (Acting
Director Peter Laro). Strategic partners are Ukrainian Library Association, European Network of
Open Education Librarians, Clarivate.

The UniLibNSD-2021 conference was focused on the world's most interesting library
practices and ideas. At the same time, the most discussed services were those that are not yet
common practice for most libraries of higher educational institutions, but very relevant for today's
mixed and distance teaching, learning and research format.

And we continued to focus on engaging different perspectives, achieving greater
geographic and gender diversity, providing a platform for new voices, and evaluating the
contribution of each speaker equally — a practicing librarian, educator, researcher, publisher, IT
representative, PhD student and LIS master...

The UniLibNSD Conference is one of the first in Library and Information Sciences to hold
a hybrid conference (Kolesnykova, 2020) since 2020 — in person and virtually — since the
pandemic pivot to fully online (http://conflib.diit.edu.ua/).

From the beginning, we decided that we wanted to enable at least a small face-to-face
option if it was safe to do so. That is why the website has a notice "The Organizing Committee
closely monitors the situation with the COVID-19 and restrictions to physical movement. That is
why we will be glad to meet you in various formats (physically or online)".
(http://conflib.diit.edu.ua/).

But at the same time, we required the participants to prove complete vaccination or a
negative test result for COVID-19 for personal entrance to the Library conference room of the
Dnipro National University of Railway Transport (October 7-8, 2021, Dnipro, Ukraine). And, of
course, masks were required for those personally present at all conference events.

The International Organizing Committee planned to hold a fairly large-scale virtual event,
but at the same time we dreamed of many happy moments of physical communication. We dreamt
of meeting old friends in the corridors, of new acquaintances and the birth of creative ideas during
a coffee break, of exchanging opinions with marketers and book suppliers while turning pages in
the windows of publishers.

And our hopes were justified! Of the 198 registered participants, 150 were online, 48
were present in person in the conference room.

The main sections in the work of the conference:

« Strategic partnership

» Management and marketing of libraries of higher educational institutions

 Library Stock: traditional and electronic resources; acquisition; scientific processing;
using; digitization and digital stock preservation

* Library services in support of science and education:

— Open knowledge policies and practices: Open Science, Open Education, Open Access,
Open Data;

— Digital Library Publishing;

— Evaluation of scientific resources: bibliometrics, scientometrics, new and emerging
metrics;
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— Libraries on Social Media: Finding the Students, Scientists, and the Information They
Wan;

* Change of roles: from information providers to educators;

* The contribution of theory and research to library transformation.

At different sessions, 68 keynote and poster reports were presented. It is of these that the
editorial board selected, reviewed and recommended the full-size papers for "University Library
at a New Stage of Social Communications Development. Conference Proceedings™ (2021).

It is these papers that discuss new behaviours / work of library staff based on digital
communication technologies, our projects, our goals, our hopes, as well as our doubts and concerns
for the maximum contribution of libraries to the development of university communities in a
constantly changing world.

So, what patterns experienced by librarians in 2020-2021, when the COVID-19 pandemic
suddenly turned the whole world into one huge experimental space, can we read on the pages of
the annual? They are as follows:

* Virtual communication promotes collaboration; firstly, among geographically distant
departments within the same library; secondly, among libraries both within the country and abroad.

« Librarians around the world are confident that investing in human resources during the
COVID-19 pandemic crisis is already paying off now and will pay off after the crisis.

* Developing librarians' empathy for the needs of their users, in particular inclusion, in the
context of an open and friendly society, contributes to the surge of library creativity and the
implementation of creative ideas.

* Global open access practices (Open Education and Open Educational Resources, Open
Science, Open Access, Open Data) in a library context are new, diverse, modern forms and
methods of service based on accessibility, sharing, possible participation and equality of everyone.

* Bridging the gap: ensuring stable and quality communication between librarians using
different languages.

* High-speed communication is strategically important for both operational decisions and
the quality of library services in the internal infrastructure of the university and beyond.

The international editorial board appreciates the contribution of each author. We sincerely
thank our readers for their interest in UniLibNSD, our reviewers for their competence, delicacy
and goodwill.

We sincerely wish our partners and readers success and confidence in tomorrow! We invite
you to cooperate.
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BUKJINKHU, MOXKJINBOCTI TA IIEPCIHEKTUBH )
YHIBEPCUTETCBKUX BIBJIIOTEK Y I'NIOBAJIBHOMY CHEHAPII
HEBU3HAYEHOCTI: IIOTJIAA PEJAKTOPA UNILIBNSD

['mobankHMii clieHapiii HeBU3HAYEHOCTI, BUKiIKKaHol nanaemiero COVID-19, nponeMoHCTpyBaB, SIK HIBUAKO
MOXYTb pearyBaTH YHIBEPCUTETChKI 010J1I0TEKH Ha 3MIHM B OCBITHIX Ta JOCHIIHUIBKHX EKOCUCTEMAX CBOiX YCTaHOB.
Hogwmii (6-#) Homep xypaamy “University Library at a New Stage of Social Communications Development.
Conference Proceedings” came mpo me. Y cTaTTsAX 00rOBOPIOIOTHCS HOBI MOJIEINI MTOBEIIHKH / poOOTH 0i0Ii0TEeYHOTO
MIePCOHANY, 3aCHOBAHI Ha TEXHOJIOTIi U(POBOi 3B'3KY, HAIll MPOEKTH, HAIII I[LTi, HAIli CIIOIBAaHHS, 8 TAKOK HAIIi
CYMHIBH Ta MPOOJIEMH [UT MAaKCUMAJIHHOTO BKJIaLy 010Ti0TEK B PO3BUTOK YHIBEPCHTETCHKHX CIUJIBHOT Y CBITi, AKHI
MOCTiHO 3MiHIOeThCs. [IoBHO(OpMATHI CTATTI PO HaHIIiKaBiIIi CBiTOBI 6i0Ii0TeYHO-1H(OpMATTiifHI TPAKTHKH Ta imei
Oynu BinmiOpaHi, peIeH30BaHI Ta PEKOMEHIOBaHI WICHAMH MIDKHAPOTHOI peNaKMiiHOi KOJeTii OXHOWMEHHOI
koHpepenmii (UniLibNSD-2021), sxa npotinnia B Tiopuaaomy ¢opmati 7-8.10.2021, duinpo, Ykpaina. Bumanas
“University Library at a New Stage of Social Communications Development. Conference Proceedings” npuiiHsito 10
Scopus (aucronan 2021).
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ribpuaHa xkoHbepeHiist; Mi>kaapoaaa kordepenitist UniLibNSD-2021; npuiiusttst B Scopus; 6i61i0TeKO3HABCTBO Ta
iHpopmatuka; bidmioreka JJHY3T; Ykpaina
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