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Higher Education Institution Libraries: Development at the Crossroads of
Predicted Transformation and Turbulent Reality

The authors of the articles in this issue of the journal, answering the question: ‘Can the future of HEI libraries
be predicted, or will it remain turbulent and uncertain?’, undoubtedly add intrigue and interest for colleagues from
different continents with their reflections, facts and predictions. A thematic analysis of the articles allows us to identify
seven clusters with different content focuses: (1) Open science, open education and research data; (2) Digital
transformation of libraries and infrastructures; (3) Libraries in times of war and crisis; (4) The educational and
pedagogical role of higher education libraries; (5) Communications, social media and user behaviour; (6) Cultural
heritage, collections and periodicals; (7) Management, policies and inter-institutional cooperation. An analysis of the
publications presented in issue No. 10 of the journal ‘University Library at a New Stage of Social Communications
Development’ (UniLibNSD 2025) suggests that the transformation of higher education libraries in different countries
during this turbulent time of change is twofold. On the one hand, it is predictable: in terms of open science, digitisation,
repository development, research data management, information and digital literacy. These areas are shaped by
international policies, technological trends and the expectations of the academic community. On the other hand, the
transformation is taking place in conditions of turbulent uncertainty caused by war, crises, resource inequality, the
rapid development of artificial intelligence, and changes in users' information behaviour. Thus, the modern library of
a higher education institution in any country is developing at the intersection of predictable transformation and
turbulent reality, where its stability is determined by its ability to simultaneously: first, systematically implement
changes and integrate them into the institutional model; second, respond quickly to unpredictable challenges.
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Dear readers, authors, and colleagues!

At the end of each year, it is natural to take stock of what has happened, look ahead and
imagine a recipe for future success. Usually, despite the turbulence of world events, most people
in different countries who are involved in the library and information sphere look to the coming
year with optimism (often cautious).

The realities of new political landscapes, compounded by crisis situations around the world
(economic crises, natural and man-made disasters, armed conflicts, the Russian-Ukrainian war,
social transformations, etc.) have cast a shadow over the future of academic circles, testing the
resilience of educational and scientific institutions, including libraries, on a daily basis.

What does such turbulent uncertainty mean for library professionals from different corners
of the globe, and is it possible to predict the future of HEI libraries?

It is no coincidence that in this 10th (2025) issue of UniLibNSD
(https://unilibnsd.ust.edu.ua/), we offer you a wide range of diverse expert views on the crisis from
specialists in international library and information science (LIS) on the topic ‘Libraries of HEIs:
Predictable transformation or turbulent uncertainty?’

This topic was the focus of the 10th annual International Conference ‘University Library
at a New Stage of Social Communications Development’ (UniLibNSD 2025), which took place
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on 9-10 October 2025 (https://conflib.ust.edu.ua/Conf_univ_Library 2025) and, for the first time,
was held exclusively online.

The forced reformatting of the 10th anniversary UniLibNSD 2025 conference (Dnipro,
Ukraine) was due to security considerations, as Dnipro is currently a frontline city, living and
working persistently under air raid sirens, rocket attacks by Russian troops, constant threats to the
health and lives of civilians, destruction of residential buildings and critical infrastructure, and
frequent power, heat and communication outages. (Kolesnykova, Corti, & Buist-Zhuk, 2022).

Despite the current crisis, the main organiser of the conference, the Ukrainian State
University of Science and Technologies (USUST), was able to provide high-quality
communication (Zoom) and safe working conditions for the USUST scientific library team, which
carried out the administration, support, moderation, coordination, and high-quality English-
Ukrainian and Ukrainian-English translations for this transnational event.

The professional, friendly, positive, optimistic and relaxed atmosphere of the event was
made possible thanks to the long-standing co-organisers of UniLibNSD: the Library of Kaunas
University of Technology (Lithuania) and the Library of the University of Perpetual Help System
LAGUNA (Philippines).

Thanks to the well-coordinated international team of organisers, 370 participants from 16
countries focused their presentations, discussions and articles on the dynamic (not always expected
and positive) surge of changes in the activities of higher education libraries, related organisations
and communities as a reflection on various types of crises.

It was from these full-length papers that the international editorial board selected, reviewed
and recommended 32 articles for the 10th issue of ‘University Library at a New Stage of Social
Communications Development. Conference Proceedings’.

The authors of the articles in this issue of the journal, answering the question: ‘Can the
future of HEI libraries be predicted, or will it remain turbulent and uncertain?’, undoubtedly add
intrigue and interest for colleagues from different continents with their reflections, facts and
predictions. The authors explore not only changes in libraries themselves, but also trends in the
broader information and knowledge environment, recognising that libraries are not only structures
of their HEISs, but also part of a larger ecosystem. Such professional publications are part of the
mission of the professional community, which aims to increase the resilience and sustainability of
the library and information industry in times of change, and thus our ability to fulfil our missions.

According to IFLA: Trend Report 2025 (IFLA, 2025) global trends are not showing a ‘calm
evolution’ but rather a paradigm shift. We are witnesses and participants in the formation of a new
paradigm of library activity in the 21st century (especially in conditions of war and global
uncertainty), and the dominant themes in it are digital transformation, openness, new professional
roles, and international integration.

This is also clearly evident from the analysis of the works presented in this issue of the
journal, which gives readers an understanding of how university libraries operate at the intersection
of predicted institutional transformation and turbulent reality, combining strategic planning with
an adaptive response to multiple crises.

Thematic analysis of the articles allows us to identify seven clusters with different content
focuses:

(1) Open science, open education and research data. The content focus is on: Open science
ecosystems, FAIR, RDM, publication and data repositories, ETD (Electronic Theses and
Dissertations), libraries as infrastructure and policy actors.

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International ©T. O. Kolesnykova, 2025
https://doi.org/10.15802/unilib/2025_349146


https://doi.org/10.15802/unilib/2025_349146
https://conflib.ust.edu.ua/Conf_univ_Library_2025

ISSN 2707-0476 (Online)
University Library at a New Stage of Social Communications Development. Conference Proceedings, 2025, No. 10
UniLibNSD-2025

EDITORIAL

(2) Digital transformation of libraries and infrastructures. The content focus is on: Digital
library ecosystems, Al, open APIs, cloud services, automation, usability.

(3) Libraries in times of war and crisis. The content focus is on: War, forced mobility,
inclusion, crisis preparedness, cultural and institutional resilience.

(4) The educational and pedagogical role of higher education libraries. The content focus
is on: Information, digital, media and Al literacy, librarians as educators and tutors.

(5) Communications, social media and user behaviour. The content focus is on: Social
networks, political and information awareness, digital and entertainment practices.

(6) Cultural heritage, collections and periodicals. The content focus is on: Archives, rare
collections, regional studies and art collections, periodicals.

(7) Management, policies and inter-institutional cooperation. The content focus is on:
Regulatory framework, library consortia, coordination and sustainability.

At the same time, it should be emphasised that the articles share common thematic vectors
that combine research in different areas: War as a catalyst for transformation (digitalisation,
openness, international cooperation); Changes in the professional identity of librarians (from
intermediaries to educators and data experts); The growing role of libraries in open science
policies; Technological shift (Al, clouds, automation, new competencies); User-centred approach
(behaviour, engagement, experience, trust).

Summarising the contexts of the authors' works devoted to the topic ‘Libraries of HEIs:
Predictable transformation or turbulent uncertainty?’, it can be stated that the transformation of
higher education libraries in different countries in turbulent times of change is twofold. On the one
hand, it is predictable: in terms of open science, digitalisation, repository development, research
data management, information and digital literacy. These areas are shaped by international
policies, technological trends and the expectations of the academic community. On the other hand,
the transformation is taking place in conditions of turbulent uncertainty caused by war, crises,
resource inequality, the rapid development of artificial intelligence, and changes in users'
information behaviour. In this context, higher education libraries are emerging not only as adaptive
institutions, but also as active actors in managing uncertainty, capable of combining strategic
planning with flexible, situational decisions.

Thus, modern libraries in higher education institutions in any country are developing at the
intersection of predictable transformation and turbulent reality, where their sustainability is
determined by their ability to simultaneously: firstly, systematically implement changes and
integrate them into the institutional model; and secondly, respond quickly to unpredictable
challenges.

We sincerely hope that issue 10 (2025) of UniLibNSD, published on the eve of the new
year 2026, demonstrates the intellectual and practical maturity of the LIS community and the
effectiveness of editorial and peer review practices, creating a solid foundation for further
development in this field.

The international editorial board highly appreciates the contribution of each author. We
sincerely thank our readers for their interest in UniLibNSD, and our reviewers for their
competence, sensitivity and kindness.
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We sincerely wish our authors, partners and readers confidence in themselves and in the
power of community in the new year, the ability to dream even in difficult times, and the resilience
and inspiration to turn dreams into achievements step by step.

We invite you to collaborate with us!
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Bioaiorexkn 3BO: po3BUTOK HA MepeTHHI MPOrH030BaHoI TpaHcdopmaiii Ta
TypOyJIeHTHOI peajibHOCTI

ABTOpU crateil bOro HOMEpY KypHally, BiANOBiAa04YM Ha nUTaHHS “Uu MoxkHa niepedadnuTu MaiOyTHE
6i6uiorex 3BO, 41 BOHO 3JIMIIUTHCS TYpOYJICHTHUM 1 HeBU3HAUEHUM?”, 0€3CYMHIBHO, CBOIMH pO3yMaMu, (hakTamMmu
W TPOrHO3aMH JIOJIAIOTh IHTPUTH Ta 3alliKaBJICHHS Ul KOJEr 13 pi3HMX KOHTHHEHTIB. TemaTnuHWii aHai3 craTed
JI03BOJIsIE BUALIMTH 7 KJIacTepiB i3 pi3HUMH 3MicTOBHUMH (okycamu: (1) Biakpura Hayka, BIAKpHTa OCBITa Ta
JOCIIAHUIIBKI JaHi; (2) uudpoa Tpancdopmaris 0idmaioTek Ta iHPpacTpykTyp; (3) 6i0mioTeKH B yMOBax BiifHH Ta
Kpu3; (4) ocBiTHS Ta nenaroriuyHa poss 6idmiorex 3BO; (5) koMmyHikariii, collialibHi MejIia Ta OBe/[iHKa KOPUCTYBAYiB;
(6) KynbTypHa cria/lIKMHa, KOJeKIii Ta nmepioauka; (7) ynpapiiHHSI, TOJITHKHA Ta MIXKIHCTUTYIIIWHA CHiBIIpals. AHaI3
myomikariiii, npeacrasiennx y Ne 10 »xypuamy University Library at a New Stage of Social Communications
Development (UniLibNSD 2025), no3Bosisie cTBepuKYBaTH, 110 TpaHcdopMailis 0i0J1ioTeK 3aKiajiiB BUIOI OCBITH B
PI3HUX KpaiHax y OypXJIMBUii 4yac 3MiH Ma€e MOABIHHY NpUpOy. 3 OMHOr0 OOKY, BOHA € TIPOrHO30BAHOIO: Y BUMIpax
BiIKpUTOT HayKH, U(POBI3allil, PO3BUTKY PETIO3UTAPIIB, YIPABIiHHS JOCIIIHAIBKUMHU JaHUMU, 1HPOPMAIIHHOT Ta
uudposoi rpamotHocTi. Lli HampsiMu GOPMYIOTBCSI TTiji BIUIMBOM MIXKHAPOIHUX MOJITHK, TEXHOJOTTYHUX TPEHMIB 1
OUiKyBaHb aKaJEeMIiYHOI CIUIBHOTH. 3 IHIIOro OOKy, TpaHcopMamis BiZOyBaeTbcs B YMOBaxX OypXIIMBOI
HEBU3HAYEHOCTI, 3yMOBJIEHOI BIHHOIO, KpU3aMH, HEPIBHICTIO PECyPCiB, MBUIKAM PO3BUTKOM IITYYHOTO iHTENEKTY Ta
3MiHOIO 1H(opMaiiiHOT moBeiHKN KopucTyBadiB. OTike, cydacHa 6i6mioreka 3BO B Oynb-sikiit KpaiHi pO3BUBAETHCS
Ha MePEeTHHI MPOrHO30BaHOl TpaHchopMarlii Ta TypOyIeHTHOI peanbHOCTI, Ae 11 CTIHKICTh BU3HAYAETHCS 3[aTHICTIO
OIHOYACHO: MO-TIepIIe, CHCTEMHO BIPOBADKYBATH 3MIHHU 3 iX IHTErpalli€lo B IHCTHUTYHIHHY MOJENH, MO-APYIe,
OIIEpPAaTUBHO pearyBaTH Ha HellepeadaTyBaHi BUKIHKH.

Knrwouosi croea: 06i0mioTekw 3akiamiB BUIIOI OCBITH, 0i0mioTekapi; KIacTepHWI aHai3 CTaTe;
TypOyJIEHTHICTh; IPOrHO30BaHa TpaHchopmariis;, koHpepernmis UniLibNSD; Ykpaina
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